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Opioid Overdose Epidemic
1. Methods of Controlling Opioid Epidemic 
Building local, tribal and state capacity through adequate funding is an effective method of controlling opioid menace (Picetti, 2017). This is an effective method of advancing understanding regarding opioid epidemic by enhancing tracking process regarding drug overdose. Also, building capacity at different levels will scale up response and prevention activities through collaborative efforts. In addition, there is a need to provide supportive mechanisms to existing health systems, health care providers as well as patients using the opioid drug (Picetti, 2017). Health care providers treating adult patients suffering from chronic pain within primary care settings will help clinicians and patients to accurately determine benefits and risks of opioid therapy and thus, identify optimal methods of managing their illnesses. 
2. Impact of Drugs on Overdose Rates
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Individuals who have used heroine may have used other drugs such as cocaine, benzodiazepines, methamphetamine or illicit opioids (Picetti, 2017). Such individuals have considerable impacts towards rising overdose rates as illustrated by statistics collected in the recent past. For instance, in 2017, more than 47,000 people died as a result of drug overdose. Thirty-six (36) percent of these deaths resulted from prescription and illicit opioids, which means that sixty-four (64) percent of these deaths involved other drug overdoses (Open Data, 2019).  
3. Reverse Overdose Impacts of Opioids
Drugs capable of reversing overdose impacts of opioids should not be readily available to all people. Public safety workers such as the police, first responders as well as firefighters should be adequately trained to administer such drugs (Picetti, 2017). Public safety workers who are at the forefront of rapidly identifying threats of opioid overdose and reverse overdose will help connect patients with effective treatment plans resulting in reduced threats or harms linked with using opioid drugs (County Health Ranking, 2016). 
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